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network or stroma is colourless, but contains in its meshes a
red colouring matter called haemoglobin.

Haemoglobin is a chemical substance capable of combining
loosely with oxygen and forming oxyhaemoglobin, which has
a bright scarlet colour. This can give up its oxygen and
become haemoglobin again. The haemoglobin therefore acts
as the oxygen carrier of the body. In the lungs it absorbs
oxygen and becomes oxyhaemoglobin, and then tins oxygen
is carried all over the body to burn up the waste products of
the various parts.

The haemoglobin of the blood is capable of forming a much
more stable compound with a gas called carbon monoxide
(CO) which is invariably present in coal gas.   This power of
combining   with  the haemoglobin  causes
the  gas   to  act   as  a  powerful   poison,
because it deprives the body of oxygen.

The White Corpuscles (Leucocytes)

These vary very greatly in form and in
size. They average ^Ve> of an inch in
diameter. The red corpuscles have no ^^1600 times)"
power of movement of themselves, but
the white ones are constantly moving and changing their
shape. Each white corpuscle is a complete cell, made of a
clear jelly-like substance called protoplasm. In the proto-
plasm are seen a number of black dots called granules, and,
if the cell is treated in a certain way, a rounded body can be
distinguished which appears darker than the rest of the cell.
This body is called the nucleus. Human red corpuscles have
no nucleus.

Clotting of Blood

A few minutes after its withdrawal from the body the blood
sets to a kind of jelly. In fact it looks very much like red
jelly. About an hour afterwards a few drops of pale yellow
liquid appear on the top of the clot, and the surface of the

